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CERTIFICATE 
 
GARUDA ABDUCTING A NAGÎ 
GANDHÂRA (AD 1st - 4th century) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: grey schist sculpture of Garuda, represented half man-half 
bird, with a Nagî. Garuda is standing with wings spread, the strong body covered in long, 
incised plumes. His face is that of a man but with the hooked beak of an eagle. With his stature, 
he dominates a Nagî that he holds in his talons, placing his hands on the goddess' hips. The 
graceful pose of the woman, in contradiction with the intense moment in which she finds 
herself, is due to an intrusion of Indian tastes, just like her voluptuous figure. 
Missing bits on the left part of the statue, but of excellent quality and very well preserved.  
ORIGIN: Greco-Buddhist Art of the Gandhâra. 
Garuda, in Hindu mythology, is the mythical bird, the age-old enemy of the Nâga, a snake. He 
is the god Vishnu's mount, often represented in a hybrid form of half man, half bird of prey. A 
Nagî is a snake with a human bust, which in its feminine form is a water spirit. Considered to 
be great poetesses, they guard the earth's treasures. Their natural enemy is Garuda, the Naga 
being a protective guardian, a mediator between heaven and earth.  
DIMENSIONS: Height: 17.5 cm/ 6,6929” - Width: 10 cm/ 3,937” - Depth: 5 cm/ 1,9685”  
CERTIFICATE: The statue is supplied with a Passeport Culturel delivered by the French 
Ministry of Culture, n° 157017. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY : published in « Collecting Masterpieces » Part One , written by Beryl Cavallini at 
page 50 
       
                                                                                                   Police book registration n°: 1483 

 
 
             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

Place de la Grande Fontaine - 06570 Saint-Paul de Vence - France 
Tel: +33/ (0)4 93 32 51 73 - info@galeriegolconda.com - www.galeriegolconda.com 


