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CERTIFICATE 
 
CIRCULAR TYMPANUM WITH LOKESVARA AND KÂLA 
POST-KHMER (AD 14Th– 15Th cent.)  

 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: rare bifacial tympanum of a circular shape, sculpted in 
the round in dark grey schist with clear traces of erosion. The main character is Lokesvara 
depicted holding his attributes: the lotus flower and the rosary, here missing. Dressed in a 
loose sampot, the naked bust richly adorned with necklaces, bracelets at the ankles and 
wearing heavy earrings. One of the folded legs leaning on Kâla’s head (meaning both 
“time” and the colour black in Sanskrit). The latter, following the traditional iconography, 
has the wide face of a lion, an impressive jaw with big prominent teeth and dilated nostrils. 
The flat back of the tympanum is decorated with clouds in the center and symbolic waves all 
around as a sign of the Kâla devil who spits foliage and has the body of a crocodile. 
On the other side, a stupa with the typical pyramidal shape is surrounded by sunrays in 
relief, and  Buddha is sitting in the position of reassurance and safety.    
The piece shows clear signs of erosion but no visible repair. Excellent state of preservation. 
ORIGIN: in Khmer Buddhist art, the bodhisattva Lokesvara is quite often represented 
resting on the head of Kâla. From the late 12th century AD, which is the beginning of the 
post-Khmer period, Lokesvara was revered as the main element of Mahayana Buddhism, 
also called the great vehicle. When presented with two arms, like here, he is associated with 
the Indian demon of the eclipse, Râhu, whose task was to drive evil spirits from sacred 
spots. The figure of Kâla is also often encountered as a decorative motif in Burmese art of 
the Kingdom of Pagan. 
DIMENSIONS: Diameter: 39 cm /15.354 ” – width: 11 cm / 4.33’’  
EXPORT LICENCE: supplied with an export licence issued by the French Ministry of 
Culture Number 160466, allowing this piece to travel worldwide. 
MUSEOGRAPHY: the Khmer temple of Banteay Srei presents tympanums with a very 
similar iconography.  
BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in “Collecting Masterpieces Part One” by Beryl Cavallini  at 
pages 16/17 
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