
 

     GALERIE  GOLCONDa 
          ARCHéOLOGIE Muséale 

            Fossiles – Bijoux rares et anciens 
           Cabinet de curiosités des Grandes Civilisations 

   
 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE 
 
RARE ZUN VASE IN BRONZE 
CHINA – WESTERN ZHOU DYNASTY (1100 – 770 BC) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: large and rare cast bronze vase. It is cylindrical in 
shape, flared upwards, and decorated with three decorative registers superimposed 
horizontally. Each of them is separated vertically into three parts by a fin, which in fact 
serves to hide the joining work of the bronze. This consists of casting different parts and then 
assembling them, a work which is visible on the inner wall of the vessel. The exterior section 
is adorned with striking reliefs depicting taoties. These creatures are placed on a background 
of smaller patterns representing Leiwen symbols. The underside of the vase is decorated with 
a rhombic pattern in relief. 
The bronze is covered with an ancient and beautifully crusted patina and has traces of bluish 
green cuprite. Traces of rust and presence of earth from excavation are also visible. 
Exceptional workmanship. Very good state of preservation.  
ORIGIN: this period is characterised by the development of the art of metallurgy, which 
requires a perfect mastery of bronze. In China this art developed its own particular technique 
independently of that of Sumerian or Egyptian origin, which dates from the middle of the 3rd 
millennium BC. This technique enabled the Chinese culture to produce, with brilliance and 
finesse, some of the finest bronzes in existence for its aristocracy. The shape of the Zun vase 
was very much in vogue during the end of the Shang and the beginning of the Zhou period. 
We often find this form associated with the You form, the vases having similar decorations, 
as in Tomb #13 in Zhuyuangou village, Baoji city, Shanxi province. The forms were 
generally very streamlined, but the decoration in relief very sophisticated. The decoration of 
this vase includes the magnificent taoties, a clan emblem referring to a creature that is half 
demon and half animal. One can clearly see the prominent eyes, ears and square muzzle of 
this mythical animal, which was sure to be protective and good luck. 
DIMENSIONS: Height: 29 cm (11.4”) –Diameter of the neck: 22 cm (8.6”)  
MUSEOGRAPHY: a similar piece is exhibited at the Cleveland Museum of Art, illustrated 
in Max Loehr, Ritual vessels of Bronze Age China, New York, 1968, pp 110-111, No 47. 
Another similar piece is found at the Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, United States, reference No. F1944.1.    
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