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CERTIFICATE 
 
VERY RARE SHAMANIC SET OF MULTIPLE AMULETES 
NORTHERN CHILE – ARICA REGION (AD 850 – 1500) 
Ex Colonel Vésigné collection 
Ex Charles Ratton gallery 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: set composed of numerous amulets, some are in phallic 
shapes while others include needles, metal punches and nose ornaments. The objects are 
composed of stone, bone, bronze and fabric. Long hollow bone objects are inhalers. 
Excellent state of preservation. 
ORIGIN: Northern Chile, region of Arica, which is the most northerly of the fifteen regions of 
Chile. The civilization of Arica dates from more than 9,600 years old. It is known that collectors 
of shells of the Chinchorro, which already mummified their dead 3,000 years before the 
Egyptians, lived in that part of the world. The Bolivian culture of Tiwanaku (from 1000 BC to 
AD 1000) had links with the inhabitants of Arica through trade routes that crossed the valleys of 
Azapa and Lluta, connecting the interior from the coast. 
An archaeological tour through the valley of Azapa allows visiting to the San Archaeological 
Museum Miguel de Azapa, the ruins of the fortified city of San Lorenzo, the geoglyphs of Alto 
Ramírez ", Atoca, and the Cerro Sombrero, very interesting rocky mosaics dating from more 
than 1000 years. 
DIMENSIONS: framed and glass box: Height: 5 cm (1.9”) – Width: 23.5 cm (9.2”) – Length: 
79 cm (31.3”). Dimensions of the elements: smallest to largest: 3 cm (1.1”) to 28 cm (11”) 
PROVENANCE: very famous ancient collection belonging to Colonel Vésigné (1970-1954), a 
polytechnic and mineralogist with passion for prehistory and ethnography. A room of the 
Museum of Natural History in Paris is named after the Colonel. 
Previously the Charles Ratton Gallery, a great collector of ethnographic objects. 
An ancient inventory number written of this box reference:  RC2376. 
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