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CERTIFICATE 
 

     “KURFÜRSTEN KRUG” OR VOTERS PITCHER 
BELGIUM - RAEREN - DATED 1602 
 
MATERIAL AND METHOD: salt glazed stoneware jug with « Cologne brown » colour, 
ovoid shaped body resting over a silver pedestal base and a flat handle joining the shoulder. 
The lid of the jug is made of silver, which is rather rare. The wide neck is decorated with a 
frieze of portraits inside of medallions, separated by heart designs. A wider frieze covers the 
middle section of the body depicting eight voters, each with their coat of arms.  
When the oven has reached its highest temperature, sea salt would be thrown into the kiln 
through an opening in its vault. The combining of both sodium and the silica from the clay 
produced a thin, shiny coating on the surface of the pitcher.  
Excellent state of preservation. Small imperfections from the handle due to use. 
Excellent workmanship of the silver and relief decoration. 
ORIGIN: Raeren stoneware (a town in Belgium near Cologne) is renowned for being among 
the first glazed ceramics appearing in Europe. From the time of the High Middle Ages, coarse 
stoneware was manufactured in Germany for making pieces for daily use such as beer pitchers. 
At the end of the 14th century the manufacturing process was refined with the invention of the 
saline varnish. As far as the 15th century, Raeren pitchers and ceramics were exported and 
collected throughout Northern and Eastern Europe.  
DATING: The date ‘1602’ is engraved at the bottom of the first voters vignette. The initial 
‘M’ is also stamped on the top of the handle. 
MEASUREMENTS: Height: 28 cm (11″) 
REFERENCES: this jug is displayed in the book G Reineking von Bock, Steinzeug, Cologne, 
1976, Page 245 
From the collection of Dr. Paul Ludovigs of Cologne (1884-1968) 
MUSEOGRAPHY: similar vases dating between 1550 and 1600 are exposed at the Topferei 
Museum of Raeren N° inv. Ir.E124. as well as the Palais des Beaux-Arts of Lille N° 06-
522337 C7. Please see corresponding documents attached. 
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