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CERTIFICATE 
 
A SITULA AMPHORA WITH RED FIGURES, signed (RARE) 
ITALY - CAMPANIAN - 4Th. Cent. BC 
Ex BERNARD BUFFET COLLECTION (French painter 1929-1999) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: Amphora in terra-cotta with a decoration of red figures. 
Semi-elongated belly on a piedouche, narrow and convex neck. Vertical handle with central 
protuberance attached to the mouth, pierced with a hole. On one face, a woman represented three 
quarters from behind, skin painted white, wearing a long chiton, of which the folds are drawn with 
a fine brush, and holding a situla in her left hand. On the other face, a Samnite warrior is painted 
with a short tunic holding a lance in his right hand. Helmet, belt and shield are painted in white. 
Figures separated by two big palmettes. Two horizontal friezes of parallel lines are placed on the 
low part of the belly and on the shoulder of the vase. Neck decorated with palmettes and with 
geometrical forms. The object is signed on the neck with what could be Etruscan letters. 
Signatures are very rare on that sort of vase, even if we still have no reply on who could be that 
painter. Good state of preservation. Light wear on the surface in some areas of the painting. 
ORIGIN: Situla in Latin means bucket. The amphora holy water vessel with its very 
characteristic handle comes certainly from the Campanian workshops of the 4th cent. BC. This 
kind of vase was meant to be suspended by its handle.  
This production is known through the manufacturing centers of Capua and Cumae, of which the 
former, the oldest, counts two workshops. Characterized by the intensive use of white highlights 
(especially from the "painter CA"), the painting of Campania presents few varieties. Mythological 
subjects are rare, but a picturesque note is brought in through the representation of Samnites in 
local costume. A Samnite was a roman gladiator, equipped in the style of Samnium, (Southern 
Apennine Mountains of the Italian peninsula) and they were the earliest gladiators in the Roman 
games. They appeared in Rome shortly after the defeat of Samnium in the 4th cent. BC. They were 
quite popular during Roman republic. In 308 BC, Rome allied with the Campanians, confiscating 
to the Samnites their arms and armour and spoils of war. They outfitted ceremonial warriors with 
the equipment and staged mock combats at their celebratory banquets. 
THERMOLUMINESCENT TEST: by Ralf Kotalla Laboratory N° 01120706 which confirms 
the dating. 
MEASURES: Height: 43cm/16,929” – Width: 15cm/5,905” 
PASSEPORT CULTUREL: supplied with an export licence issued by the French Ministry of 
Culture, n° 083430. 
MUSEOGRAPHY: A similar vase is at Le Louvre, inv. K 296, Bat. Sully, room 44, showcase 
13, in collection Campana, 1861. With the same shape, same size and same figure. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in « Collecting Masterpieces » Part One, written by Beryl 
Cavallini at pages 90/91. 
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