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CERTIFICATE 
 
NEOLITHIC VASE – YANSHAO CULTURE 
MMACHIAYAO PERIOD 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: long-necked jug in pink-highlighted terracotta with 
a slightly flared lip and a pretty polychrome geometric decoration on the belly, obtained 
from unfired pigments of dark brown iron.  
Rare shape, only seen in the Burell coll. Ref Numb 38.10. Decorated with spirals and 
rectangles inspired by fishing nets, according to the Machang style. Exceptional 
preservation for a vase of this epoque. No restoration to the terracotta or paint. Very 
good piece.  
HISTORY: The Neolithic culture of Machiayao developed in northwest China between 
3300 and 2050 BC. The people of this civilization are the direct ancestors of the Hans. 
They lived in houses built of earth and wood, cultivated millet, raised dogs and pigs, 
practiced cremation and spoke a language from which the Sino-Tibetan language, still 
spoken today in the south of China, originated.  
TECHNIQUE : Their pottery, heir to a tradition that appeared 7000 years earlier (the 
first experiments in ceramics date from 10,000 BC), attains a high technical degree. The 
clay is rolled into a coil and decorated with a bi-color - brownish reds, violet black - 
spiral and geometric motif, as well as fishnet and frog motifs, testifying to this culture’s 
worship of water. 
DATING: The Machiayao culture, which was discovered in 1926, remains close to 
Yangshao culture. The Chinese class it as the most important archaeological discovery 
amongst 10 prestigious sites. 

       DIMENSIONS: Height: 23.7 cm (9.3”) – Diameter: 19.5 cm (7.6”) 
TEST OF THERMOLUMINESCENCE: performed by Laboratory Ralph Kotalla, 
which confirms the dating on this piece. Test n° 02141206. 
MUSEOGRAPHY: a similar object is presented in the Freer Gallery of Art, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, gift of Mrs. A. Chennault, F1973.18 
CULTURAL PASSPORT: Cultural Passport delivered by the French Ministry of 
Culture, n°126479, allowing exportation worldwide. 

        BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in “Collections Masterpieces, Part One” by Beryl    
Cavallini, pages 70 – 71. 
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