GALERIE GOLCONDA

ARCHEOLOGIE NMUSEALE
FOSSILES — BIJOUX RARES €T ANCIENS
CABINET DE CURIOSITES DES GRANDES CIVILISATIONS

CERTIFICATE

MARBLE STAMP WITH YEMENI LETTERS
ANCIENT ARABIA (1* - 3" century AD)

MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: beige marble stamp engraved with Yemeni letters.
Translation of the stamp - not certain: "94".

ORIGIN: The Sudarabic alphabet was definitively constituted during the time of the
Mukarrib (king) Sabaean Karib'il Watar, son of Dhamar'ali (7" century before the Christian
era). The form of most letters was fixed in order to meet certain aesthetic canons. After Saba'
elaborated the final form of the Sudarabic alphabet and imposed his canons, non-canonical
letters almost totally disappeared from monumental inscriptions. Graffiti shows however that
they still exist, confined no doubt to common usage.

DIMENSIONS: Height/Thickness: 1.5 cm (0.5”) — Width of stamp: 4.5 cm (1.7”) — Length:
55cm (2.17)
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