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CERTIFICATE 
 
RARE VASE FOR OINTMENT WITH ITS ORIGINAL SPOON 
LURISTAN  - IRON AGE (1000/800 BC) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: Very nice and interesting vase for containing 
ointments or make-up powder. Bronze with nice traces of green cuprite as a sign of its great 
age. Globular pot with high narrow neck, flat lips slightly opened. Still contains its small 
spoon with an Aries head, the horn nicely designed in the flat. Old patinated bronze on a 
slightly oxidised base dating from the first millennium BC. This object is well preserved. 
Collector’s sign “L714” on the bottom of the vase. 
Ancient bronzes from Luristan contain between 6 and 10 % of tin and need to reach 1000 
degrees Celsius to reach the fusion point. 
ORIGIN: Luristan civilisation was located in the remote mountains of western Iran, 
stretching to the Mesopotamian plains in the North. It produced magnificent bronze objects 
with a very evolved technique. Since 1960, archaeological studies have revealed two 
important cities, Surkh Dum and Baba Jan, as well as various funerary complexes that could 
be sanctuaries.  Excavations in the region have now established a reliable chronological 
framework for the Bronze Age Civilization of Luristan, which lasted more that two 
thousand years from 2500 to 700 BC. Unfortunately, local climate conditions as well as 
current political problems do not permit serious advancement in research and we still 
unfortunately know little about the society and its organization. 
Iconographic codes of this culture are found to be very close to Mesopotamian and 
Babylonian cultures as a result of probable exchanges in ancient times. Called “canonical 
bronzes”, the most original items date between 1150 and 750 BC even if the  working of the 
metal in Luristan dates back as far as  the 3Rd Millennium. 
DIMENSIONS: Height: 13.7 cm/ 5.9 Inches - Width: 5 cm/ 1.96 Inches  
EXPORT LICENCE:  Passeport culturel isssued by French Minister of culture. 
MUSEOGRAPHY: Exhibited at the Musée de Montélimar in France during the « Parfums 
de Grands Maîtres » exhibition, on July 1st / December 31st 2016 and published in their 
catalogue  page 10. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in Collecting Masterpieces part One, by Beryl Cavallini at 
pages 18/19 
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