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CERTIFICATE 
 
PERSIAN KOHL JAR WITH TAPIR 
IRAN - LURISTAN (1st mill. BC) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: excellent vase in bronze today covered with a fine patina 
probably serving as a container for the kohl powder used as eye makeup. The vase has an 
elongated conical form, going in at the neck before widening again. It rests on the back of a 
small animal with a pointed muzzle, which seems to be a tapir.  
Good antique patina of adhered earth, some signs of incrustation due to the oxidisation of the 
bronze. Possible ancient restoration to one leg. 
ORIGIN: at the furthest reaches of the plains of Mesopotamia, in the remote mountains of 
Western Iran, a civilisation developed which even now remains to be fully discovered. The 
production of magnificent bronzes in this region testifies to a highly evolved technique. Since 
1960, excavations have uncovered two cities: Surkh Dum and Baba Jan, linking several 
funerary complexes, which probably served as sanctuaries. The peculiarity of this art is to 
contain iconographic codes resembling both those of Mesopotamia and of Babylonia. Called 
“Canonical bronzes”, the most original objects date from between 1150 and 750 BC, although it 
is known that metalworking existed in Luristan since the 3rd millennium BC. 
CERTIFICATE: supplied with an export licence issued by the French Ministry of Culture 
number 176915. 
DIMENSIONS: Height: 18 cm / 7.09” 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in “collecting Masterpieces, Part One”  by Beryl Cavallini at 
pages 18/19 
Exhibited at the Musée de Montélimar in France during the « Parfums de Grands Maîtres » 
exhibition, on July 1st / December 31, 2016 and published in their catalogue page 9. 
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