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CERTIFICATE
A SET OF 5 GLASS BRACELETS
EGYPT AND MIDDLE EAST - PTOLEMAIC TO ROMAN PERIOD

Ex Jean David Weill collection
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: set of five glass bracelets, two of which have been
repaired. One is moulded black with decorative streaks. Three have polychrome ribbons of
orange, yellow and white, whereby long ribbons of multi-colored glass have been welded
together. One bracelet is green and orange and inlaid with prophylactic (protective) mosaic
eyes.
ORIGIN: these bracelets of diverse origin were crafted using various more or less specific
and datable technical processes. The mosaic glass technique was invented during the 2nd
millennium and remained in use in the East until the 2nd century AD. The ribbon glass
technique was in use between the 2nd century BC and the 1st century AD. The moulded glass
techniques originated from the core moulding technique invented in the 1st millennium,
adapting the technique of cast iron to the lost wax used by bronze workers. This technique was
greatly improved during the Hellenistic period.
PROVENANCE: Jean David-Weill was an eminent epigraphist specializing in Islam. He was
freely attached, then a resident of the French Institute of Eastern Archeology in Cairo from
1927 to 1936. He held the title of Chair of Muslim art at the Ecole du Louvre. He created in
1945 the Department of Oriental Antiquities of the Musée du Louvre, becoming its first
curator.
DIMENSIONS: Diameter ranges from 8.7 cm (3.4”) to 6.2 cm (2.4”)
MUSEOGRAPHY: similar bracelets were published in the book ‘Histoire du verre.
L’Antiquité, by Florence Slitine, p. 122.
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