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CERTIFICATE 
 
DOUBLE WHITE AND BLUE GOURD 
CHINA – KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722) 

        Ex William Rhinelander Collection 
        Ex Metropolitan Museum since 1929 

 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: porcelain vase in the form of a double gourd. Under a 
glazed layer the gourd is decorated with a blue motif on a white background.  The adornment 
includes foliage in the form of ferns, white reserve at the base and the narrowing section, the 
edge of the neck is decorated with a “cracked ice” motif that announces the end of winter. This 
form, inspired by the calabash, was very fashionable during the Kangxi era, since  1683 saw 
the arrival of the talented imperial workshop director Zang Yingxuan. It was also during this 
time that the “deep violet in milk” colour was invented. This colour was very pleasing to the 
European market and under the Kangxi they often produced pieces that are considered both 
elegant and perfect. The “Kangxi blue”, a colour with a sapphire tone that is allied with a very 
pure white background, is also a significant invention from this period whose  remarkable 
quality is seen here in this piece.  
ORIGIN: William Rhinelander Stewart was a philanthropist and financial man born in the 
United States. His family was for a long time the largest landowner  in the city of New York. 
In 1902 he became the President of the Metropolitan Museum of New York until 1904. The 
MET’s collection of Chinese vases, consisting mainly of donations from the greatest collectors 
of the 20th century, is world renowned.  
DIMENSIONS: Height:  19.4 cm (7.6”). 
PROVENANCE: Ex. William Rhinelander Collection (1852-1929). 
MUSEOGRAPHY: acquired by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, 1929. 
 
                                                      Police book registration N°:   1827
          
   

              
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Place de la Grande Fontaine - 06570 Saint-Paul de Vence - France 
Tel: +33/ (0)4 93 32 51 73 - info@galeriegolconda.com - www.galeriegolconda.com 


