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CERTIFICATE 
 
THE GREAT DEPARTURE OF BOUDDHA 
GANDHÂRA – (AD 1st to 5th century) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE :  Caitya panel, or one-story celestial palace, once clad  a 
large Stupa, consisting of two railings separating the episodes in Buddha's life. Dark green-grey 
schist typical of the valleys of Gandhara, sculptured in the round. The back of the statue was 
fixed on the anda (hemispherical rounded roof of a stupa burial mound). Prince Siddhartha, the 
Buddha-to-be, is represented on horseback under a canopy. Yakshas, sent by the Four Guardian 
Kings, bear the horse's hooves to stifle the noises caused by this nightly departure. In front of 
the horse is without doubt a representation of Vajrapani, holder of the thunderbolt sceptre and 
faithful companion of the Sage. Originally this character was only a Yaksha whereas on the 
upper register it has become a meditating Buddha.  
The sculpture is well preserved despite the missing part on the right side Nice color of the grey 
schist, signs of erosion due to time. Some signs of limestone deposit and patina. 
No visible repair. Museum quality piece.  
ORIGIN: Prince Siddhartha Gautama of the Sakya clan, called Shakyamuni, was born towards 
the 5th century BC. He grew up within the family palace, shielded from the world. At the age of 
29 he discovered for the first time disease, old age, suffering and wisdom, symbolized by the 
famous episode of the “Four Meetings” represented hereon our piece by four faces hanging over 
the prince. He makes then the radical decision of the "Great Departure" on the road to spiritual 
Realization. Becoming a wanderer, the future Buddha looks for liberation through an ascetic 
life. It is under the sacred tree, absorbed in a profound meditation that he became Buddha, "the 
Awakened One". 
DIMENSIONS: Height: 40 cm /15.75’’ - Width: 41.4 cm /16.14’’ - Thickness: 7cm/2,755” - 
The object is fixed to a contemporary base which is removable. 
EXPORT LICENCE: supplied with a cultural passport issued by the French Ministry of 
Culture, numb. 034383. 
MUSEOGRAPHY: A very similar piece with the same iconography is presented in the Lahore 
Museum, Pakistan under number 1238, coming from Sikri, GAP Numb 168.  
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