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CERTIFICATE 
 
ROMAN MARBLE SARCOPHAGUS WITH CUPID  
ROMAN PERIOD  (AD 2nd century) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: a slab of marble, sculpted in bas-relief with a standing 
Cupid looking like a winged putto. White marble of good quality with clear signs of erosion 
due to age. Cupid is looking towards the right, nude with nicely detailed curled hair. He is 
portrayed, like during the Hellenistic period, as a chubby child also called putto for ''little 
man''. A repeated design of curls marks the beginning of the sarcophagus' frieze. On the 
back, clear signs of a former wall-mounting device. With chisel traces, regular and very old. 
Marble with a nice smooth finish. Presence of an  horizontal ancient patching. We have here 
a fragment with missing parts. A restoration has been made sticking together two pieces.   
ORIGIN: In Roman mythology, Cupid (meaning desire) is the god not only of desire but 
also of affection and erotic love. He is usually portrayed as the son of the goddess Venus. 
Hesiod writes that Eros was a bisexual divinity with golden wings who married Night (the 
earth's darkness). He is first considered by the Greeks as a primordial god called Eros. 
During the Greek classical period he is the protector of homosexual love between men.  
DIMENSIONS: Height: 35.5 cm /13,97''-Width: 35 cm/13.78''- Depth: 9cm/3,54 inches. 
This object is fixed on a contemporary metal pedestal of rusted iron 
EXPORT LICENCE: supplied with a Passeport culturel issued by the French Ministry of 
Culture, numb. 104082 authorising worldwide export. 
MUSEOGRAPHY: To see an example of a white marble sarcophagus decorated with putti 
see sarcophagus Museo Pio-Clementino in the Vatican Museums. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in « Collecting Masterpieces » Part One from Beryl Cavallini 
at pages 250/251. 
 

                                         Police book registration N°:  529  
          

   
              

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Place de la Grande Fontaine - 06570 Saint-Paul de Vence - France 
Tel: +33/ (0)4 93 32 51 73 - info@galeriegolconda.com - www.galeriegolconda.com 


