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CERTIFICATE 
 
A PAIR OF CANOSAN TREFOIL MOUTH VASES 
MAGNA GRAECIA, ITALY (3rd Cent. BC) 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: A fine pair of vases called oinochoe (meaning wine 
pitcher) with ovoid body based on a small pedestal, the mouth up a concave thin and narrow 
neck terminated in a trilobate form also called trefoil. High arching and elegant handle. Thin 
pink filtered terracotta, preserved extensive red pigment over white slip, with a design of olive 
foils with horizontal stripes in red.  
Original delicate painting with red colour well preserved. Some minor traces of limescale 
deposits, and some scratches to the painting due to age. The two vases are fixed on a simple 
squared metal base black painted in order to ensure perfect stability.  
Some possible ancient repair. 
ORIGIN: Canosa was an important town in ancient Apulia (south-eastern Italy), influenced by 
a strong mix of native cultural tradition with the Greeks who had settled in the area. They 
imported the fashion of magnificent unglazed wares in the 4 Th-3 Rd cent. B.C. with striped 
decorated vases called listati. These two vases are part of the larger strong local Daunian 
culture, well known for the beauty of its geometrical and simple designs. Canosan pottery was 
more subtly decorated than contemporary Apulian wares, with Canosan artists making use of 
smooth elegant ceramic forms. 
The same form of a vase can be seen at Le Louvre, collection Durand, Sully 1st floor, Galerie 
Campana V, salle 44, vitrine 12. 
DIMENSIONS: A /High: 29,5 cm-11.614 in x Width:11 cm - 4.330 in 
 B/ High : 30,5 cm- 12 in  x Width 12 cm-4.724i n 
TEST: thermoluminescent test n° QED1336/FG-0117 by Qed Laboratoire. 
EXPORT LICENSE: supplied with a Passeport culturel  issued by the French Ministry of 
Culture Number 128583  
BIBLIOGRAPHY: published in “Collecting Masterpieces” Part One, written by Beryl 
Cavallini at pages 238/239 
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