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MOTHER-HOOD  SCULPTURE 
SONG DYNASTY (AD 960-1200) 

 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE: an excellent and very interesting sculpture in pink 
sandstone, worked in the ronde-bosse method. It represents motherhood, the mother holding in 
her arms a nude newborn with another, clothed child standing at her feet. The mother's 
clothing is well drawn, allowing the remains of the red colouring of the clothing and the white 
of the face to be seen. An elegant collar in the typical design of the Song period as well as the 
earrings add grace to the ensemble. You will note the small, bound feet, a fashionable tradition 
starting in the Song era. 
Very good state of preservation, no missing pieces except for the nose which had once been 
broken. The polychrome is very visible and the face's features well drawn. It is a piece of great 
quality, worthy of the best collections, especially since maternities are rare in China. 
ORIGIN: Chinese thinking is founded on the link between Nature and human society. Man's 
soul feeds on the Earth's and the sky's energy, in the here below as in the hereafter. Contact 
with the soil was essential to birth and death. Only the earth could give or take away the right 
to live in a family. A newborn was placed on the ground to be nourished by it during its first 
three days following birth. A child's conception was the work of the fertile forces emanating 
from the household floor. Thus, each birth was a reincarnation of an ancestor.  
DIMENSIONS: Height: 72 cm/28.346 in – Width: 28 cm/11.023 in –  
Depth: 23 cm/9.055 in 
CERTIFICATE: supplied with an export licence issued by the French Ministry of Culture  
number  129425, allowing this piece to travel worldwide. 
MUSÉOGRAPHY : This piece is exhibited in the Musée de Montélimar in France for the  
« Dolls, between rituals and tradition », exhibition from 1st April to 1st october 2017 and 
published in the catalogue. 
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