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CERTIFICATE 
A STUCCO HEAD OF A BODHISATTVA,  
GANDHARA Ancient region of Kushan, 3rd- 4th century 
 
MATERIAL AND METHOD: The exquisitely modeled head of a bodhisattva in 
ivory gesso, his perfectly proportioned oval face with long lotiform eyes and 
pursed bow-shaped lips, his hair arranged in a looped knot and secured with a 
jeweled fillet above his forehead. His features are highlighted with subtle 
touches of red pigment. 
Good original condition, possibly with minimal touchups. Ancient and naturally 
grown patina overall. 
ORIGIN: Gandhara is an ancient region in the Peshavar Valley which was wealthy 
mainly due to the trade it facilitated with China, India and Europe. The major cities 
were located at the crossroads of the Silk Road and the Kushan controlled the 
Kyber Pass, the only practicable passage at this time to go from Ouest to East. An 
Indo- European peoples, the Kushan Empire had lots of influence on the culture 
and way of life: Alexander the Great invaded the region in 327 BC, and the Greeks 
invaded again in 184 BC. In fact they used to speak Greek as a main language, but 
adopted customs of mainly religions such as Zoroastrianism, Greek cults, 
Buddhism and Hinduism from the near India and China. From 127 AD the emperor 
Kanishka was a patron of Buddhism and many temples and monasteries were 
supported across the empire. This permitted the creation of an art which 
represents in a  Greek style idealized episodes of Buddha’s life. 
MEASURES: Weight: 3,479 g (incl. base) - Height 18 cm (excl. base) and 25.5 cm 
(incl. base) - Mounted to a modern stone base.  
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Compare the rendering of the full face and the crisply defined 
eyes with their pointed ends with a large Buddha head in the Gai Collection, 
Peshawar; see Ingholt, 1957, no. 531. Also see Kurita, 2003, vol. II, nos. 906 & 
907, p. 295, for other bodhisattva heads of similar quality. 
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